Research Proposal Assignment

Writing 303 TW2 Fall 2003

Michael J Cripps

Michael@michaeljcripps.com

First Draft Due (Bring 4 Copies): Thursday, October 23, 2003

Final Draft Due: October 30, 2003

One of the first steps in a research project is the identification of a topic, and the drafting of a research proposal. Once you have selected a tentative topic, you need to narrow the topic down to a manageable size. The proposal helps you narrow your focus. Begin with your Research Project Initiative and build a proposal out of your ideas in that draft.
The proposal is not an outline. An outline helps you organize a research paper after you have done the research and are ready to assemble the pieces of a puzzle that you can see in your mind. The proposal is much more preliminary. In a proposal you present your thoughts about what your paper might be about. 
What is your question? Your Initiative has three “angles” for the project.  There are a likely to be a number of good “questions” within each angle.  Try to focus on one of those questions. (Add others if you want, but try to pick a main one). The Question is a good place to start your proposal. Your preliminary research may have helped you begin to refine your question, but it should still be a question. You do not have answers yet. This is normal, and a good sign of the research process
Questions to address in a proposal 
(not in this order, and not in this format)
1 - What is my research question?
2 – How might I characterize my approach to the question? (Find clues in the journal articles you’re finding.)
3 - What is the topic for my research question? 
4 - How focused is this topic? 
5 - What are the boundaries of my topic? What doesn't belong in my paper?
6- Where do I think I am finding the most valuable resources for my research? 
7 - What ideas (if any) do I have about organizing the research essay?

Proposal Checklist
(make sure your proposal includes these elements)
1 - Indicate your topic 
2 - Indicate your working ideas for your research question. Consider what you take to be the relevant elements of your topic. Include your reflections on your research ('In researching x, I think I am finding that…') 
3 - Indicate the problems you think your working ideas for a research question will raise concerning your topic 
4 - If you have a preliminary 'position' in relation to your topic and research question, be sure to indicate it. 
Assignment 
Write a two page (typed, double spaced) proposal that addresses the issues in the Proposal Checklist. Don't worry about being chained to the proposal; almost no one's final research essay looks exactly like the proposal.  If you can locate your question within a broader context or framework that will be very helpful.
For the final draft of the proposal, you will also hand in the preliminary annotated bibliography for your project that contains the web sources, journal articles, and books you found in the first two research assignments.  (The work you did on the library assignments should make this part of the assignment fairly straightforward.) Some of these sources may appear in your final paper, but this is not necessary. We are still at a preliminary stage, and are using research to explore topic areas and frameworks. 
